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Successful Serial Medical Device Entrepreneur Joins 
Mirador Biomedical Board 

 
Seattle, WA –April 16th, 2010 – Mirador Biomedical, Inc., developer of the 

innovative Compass™ family of medical devices, announced today the 

appointment of John F. Harris to its Board of Directors.    Harris is NeuroVista’s 

President and CEO and brings more than 20 years of experience successfully 

developing and commercializing medical device technologies.  Prior to joining 

NeuroVista in December of 2004, Harris was an Executive in Residence at 

Versant Ventures, a healthcare-dedicated venture capital firm, providing 

consulting on early-stage medical device opportunities.  Harris was a founder 

and the Vice President of Marketing and Business Development for Northstar 

Neuroscience, Inc., a Seattle-based medical device company seeking to improve 

neurological recovery following stroke through targeted electrical stimulation of 

the brain.  Prior to Northstar, John was a founder of Heartstream, a company that 

revolutionized the treatment of sudden cardiac arrest with uniquely designed 

external defibrillators that make the deployment of these devices practical in a 

variety of settings.  In addition to his founding role, Harris was a member of the 

executive team responsible for guiding the company through formation, product 

development, venture financing, Food and Drug Administration (FDA) clearance, 
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product launch, manufacturing scale-up, an initial public offering, worldwide sales 

and distribution, and the sale of the company to Hewlett-Packard.  The company 

is now owned by Philips Medical Systems.  Harris received a BS in industrial 

engineering from Stanford University and an MBA from Northwestern University’s 

Kellogg School of Management. 

 

“We feel very fortunate to have John as both an investor and as a member of our 

Board of Directors,” said Karl Schmidt, CEO of Mirador Biomedical.  “He brings a 

long track record of medical device entrepreneurial success and is a noted leader 

in the industry.   John’s experience and advice will be instrumental as we move 

from an early stage start-up to a profitable, high-growth company.” 

    

“Mirador Biomedical has developed a very promising technology platform and I 

look forward to helping them successfully navigate through FDA clearance and 

product launch,” said John Harris.  “What I find compelling about Mirador’s lead-

off product, the Compass Vascular Access, is that it does not require physicians 

to change their current techniques  -- yet conveniently provides the 

measurements hospital safety checklists increasingly recommend to reduce 

preventable and costly errors during central venous catheter insertions.”  

 
-End- 

 
About Mirador Biomedical    
Mirador Biomedical’s team of experienced entrepreneurs and seasoned medical 
device professionals are partnering with an exceptional group of physicians and 
scientists to develop innovative, cost effective devices that provide physiological 
feedback to alleviate doubt and uncertainty during common medical procedures. 

Mirador Biomedical is a privately held company founded in 2009 in Seattle, 
Washington to develop the Compass™ family of medical devices.   The lead 
product, the Compass Vascular Access, is a sterile, inexpensive, single-use 
device with an incorporated digital display designed to provide quantitative 
pressure measurements during the insertion of central venous catheters. The 
device integrates seamlessly with current procedural techniques and enables 
physicians to simultaneously view their hands, the patient and the pressure 
without additional cabling, operators or connections.  For more information, visit 
www.miradorbiomedical.com  
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